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Tathagata as the getting rid of the sorrows of the world and
giving happiness to all beings.

Not infrequently people confound the Buddhist tricaranas^
or the vows of taking refuge in the Buddha, the Dharma
and the Sangha, with what is ordinarily called prayer. In
Buddhism there is no such thing as prayer. The Blessed
One rejects all prayer for an object, which, as George
Meredith says, is (t the cajolery of an idol, the resource of
superstition." In the place of prayer we have what is called
pranidhana. But this is no begging. It is only a self-dis-
cipline which is capable of producing nothing more than
subjective results. No more is expected from it than what
Kant speaks of as the natural effects of prayer, namely,
that the dark and confused ideas present in tihe mind are
either clarified, or that they receive a higher degree of inten-
sity, or that the motives of a virtue receive greater efficacy.

Rationality and sanity are in evidence in all points of
Buddhism. The Buddha does not claim superiority by virtue
of any transcendental peculiarity of his nature, surpassing
everything terrestrial. It may he true that one of the eighteen
sects, the Lokottara'ua.dina^ contend that the Tathagata is
not subject to worldly laws. But this is a small minority.
And the Buddha himself has clearly told us how he became-
a Buddha by a course of moral preparation and by the
acquirement of the necessary knowledge, which it is in
the power of every mortal to attain by a severe struggle.
The Buddha did not say: " You must not trust to yourself.
You must depend wholly on me. You cannot be righteous
except through a power implanted in you from above"; but
he has repeated times without number: "You must trust to
yourselves. You can take nothing from me. You must be
righteous through your own efforts. You have to depend
on yourselves for the final getting rid of all selfishness and
hence all suffering." In his last moments he spoke to
Ananda as follows : (< Surely, Ananda, should there be any
one who harbours the thought, l It is I who will lead the
brotherhood/ or c the Order is dependent on me,7 it is he
who should lay down instructions in any matter concerning
the Order. The Tathagata thinks not, Ananda, that he
should lead the Brotherhood or the Brotherhood is depend-